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Glossary

1

Saint Alexander Schmorell (1917-1943)
Martyr of the Eastern Orthodox Church
Born in Russia to a German father, but had
to flee to Munich because of the Revolution.
There, Schmorell founded a resistance move-
ment against the Nazis called White Rose
together with his friend Hans Scholl-who was
formally convicted for being homosexual
—and other students. He and most of the group
were arrested, and executed in 1943. Cano-
nized in 2012,

2.

Saint Titus Brandsma (1881-1942)
Martyr of the Catholic Church

A Dutch Carmelite priest and journalist, Titus
Brandsma advocated for the freedom of
the press and opposed Nazi propaganda.
Arrested in 1942, he was deported to the
concentration camp in Dachau, where he was
executed. Canonized in 2022.

3.

Blessed Alberto Marvelli (1918-1948)
Blessed of the Catholic Church

Born in Italy, he dedicated his life to helping
the war victims in Rimini. During the Ger-
man occupation, he saved many prisoners
from deportation and after the war, he enter-
ed politics with the Christian Democracy Party:.
Tragically, he died in a bicycle accident be-
fore the elections. He was beatified in 2004.

4.

Blessed Omelyan Kovch (1884-1944)
Martyr of the Ukrainian Greek

Catholic Church

Omelyan Kovch, a Greek Catholic priest,
openly opposed the Holodomor and Nazism.
During the German occupation, he forged
over 600 baptism certificates to save Jews.
Arrested by the Gestapo in 1943, he was
sent to Majdanek, where he died. Beatified
in 2001.

S.

Saint Gorazd of Prague (1879-1942)
Martyr of the Serbian and Czech
Orthodox Church

An Orthodox bishop who took the blame for
sheltering the Czech resistance fighters in
his church after the Heydrich assassination.
He was arrested, tortured and executed in
1942. Canonized in 1987.

6.

Blessed Maria Restituta Kafka (1894-1943)
Martyr and Virgin of the Catholic Church
A Viennese nurse who opposed the Nazi regime.
Arrested for displaying crucifixes and
mocking Hitler in her hospital, she was exe-
cuted in 1943. Beatified in 1998.

7.

Saint Elisabeth Hesselblad (1870-1957)
Saint of the Catholic Church

A Swedish convert who revived the Bridget-
tine Order. She hid 60 Jews in her convent
during WWIIL. Canonized in 2016.

8.

Saint Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
(Edith Stein) (1891-1942)

Martyr of the Catholic Church

A German-Jewish philosopher and academic
turned Carmelite nun. Arrested in 1942,
she was killed at Auschwitz. Canonized in
1998, co-patron of Europe.

9.

Saint Mother Maria Skobtsova (1891-1945)
Martyr of the Orthodox Church

A former Bolshevik who became a nun in Paris.
She sheltered Jews during WWII and died

in Ravensbriickafter gas chamber. Canonized
in 2004.

10.

Relic of Unknown Future Saint
(Dead Protester)

Dead body, with no identity, visible face,
nationality, or gender.

Martyr: A person who dies for their faith or
religious beliefs. In Christianity, a martyr
is often someone who has been persecuted
and Kkilled for refusing to renounce their
faith in Jesus Christ.

Blessed: A title given to a person declared
‘blessed’ by the Catholic Church, usually
after the recognition of a miracle attributed
to their intercession. It is a step before canon-
ization (becoming a saint). These individuals
are beatified.

Saint: A person officially recognized as having
led a life of great holiness and being in
heaven, interceding for believers. A saint is
canonized after a recognition process by
the Church, which includes proof of miracles.
These individuals are canonised.

Relic: An object or part of a saint or a blessed
person’s body, preserved and venerated

due to its association with holiness. It may be
bones, clothing, or objects that belonged to
the person.



